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Joni is the Head of English and Languages at Coombabah State High 
School. Over the two years that she has been Head of Department, she 
has used a range of research-based strategies in order to change the 
culture of the department to one in which deliberate collaboration is 
used as a tool to enable student success. 
 
Joni’s work is largely influenced by the research of Lynn Sharratt and 
draws heavily on the use of data walls, case management and 
collaborative assessment of student work. Through the use of these 
strategies, the English department has seen in improvement in the 
understanding of the relevant syllabus requirements as well as deep 
and rich conversations about students and specific strategies for 
success.  

 


