
Asia-relevant capabilities and 
the Australian Curriculum



Introduction
The aim of this workshop is to give you a framework to explore what is meant 
by Asia-relevant capabilities and how to design curriculum that fosters their 
development. 

This process can be used as a solo journey or as a whole-school professional 
learning workshop. 

Pamela Stewart, Manager, Australian Curriculum Strategy –
p.stewart@asialink.unimelb.edu.au

For resources, information AEF program & latest news on Asia education, visit 
www.asiaeducation.edu.au

mailto:p.stewart@asialink.unimelb.edu.au
http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au


The World Today

Global integration and 
international mobility have 
increased in the past 
decade. As a consequence, 
new and exciting 
opportunities for 
Australians are emerging. 
This heightens the need to 
nurture an appreciation of 
and respect for social, 
cultural and religious 
diversity, and a sense of 
global citizenship.

Ref: The Melbourne Declaration on 
Educational Goals for Young Australians, 
2008, p. 4. 

3.9m young 
people 

Over 90% use 
internet & social 
networking 
services daily



The wicked problems



The Asian Century

The 21st century has

been defined as the

Asian century. Asia’s

rise has profound

implications for people

everywhere. 

Huang Yan (1999) Chinese Landscapes



The real voyage of discovery consists

not only in seeking new landscapes, but in having 
new eyes. – adaptation -M. Proust

How will the Australian Curriculum will 
facilitate 21st century learning?

We are the world, we are the children by Jaya Damchamdam, 2012 (CC BY 2.0)



Perceptions of the world around us

As you are watching this clip, jot down the skills that Derek suggests we 
should develop to effectively engage and grow in today’s world.



Asia-relevant capabilities: adaptability, flexibility, resilience, creative and design 
thinking and the confidence and readiness to interact with Asia 

Intercultural understanding

- Open mindedness

- Observing

- Perspectives/creative 
thinking/analytical thinking

- Respectful interaction/ICT

- Effective communication/ICT

Knowledge and 
understandings of the 
countries of Asia and its 
peoples

- Geography

- History

- Media

- Everyday living

- Arts

- Literature

- Values and beliefs

- Language proficiency

How can we foster these capabilities? 



Australia Asia Engagement
• Asia and its diversity 
• Achievements and contributions

of the peoples of Asia 
• Asia-Australia engagement 

Intercultural Understanding
Assists young people to become 
responsible local and global citizens, 
equipped through their education 
for living and working together in an 
interconnected world.

How the Australian Curriculum: 

Supports Asia-relevant capabilities 

Other General capabilities:
• Critical and creative thinking
• ICT capability
• Personal and social capability

• Ethical understanding

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/


Australian Curriculum

When designing teaching and learning sequences to develop 
Asia-relevant capabilities remember that:

• Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia cross-curriculum priority and the general 
capabilities, with a particular focus on Intercultural understanding , Critical and 
creative thinking, ICT capability, Personal and social capability and Ethical 
understanding should not be seen as separate content areas

• The priorities are designed to equip young Australians with the skills, knowledge and 
understanding that will enable them to engage effectively with and prosper in a 
globalised world.

• The capabilities are designed to encompass the knowledge, skills, behaviours and 
dispositions that, together with curriculum content in each learning area and the 
cross-curriculum priorities, will assist students to live and work successfully in the 
twenty-first century.

• Classroom curriculum design should reflect these synergies.



Also consider that…
• Asia is the most diverse continent/region; no such thing as an ‘Asian 

perspective’; cultural hybrids and interculturality.

• The Asia priority is essentially content based – ICU and the general 
capabilities takes it into the 21st century.

• ICT and connecting to the Region will shift learning about to learning 
with and from one another.

• Asia-relevant capabilities essentially involve universal capabilities for 
the 21st century (cf. General capabilities), contextualised within the 
Asia region (cf. Asia priority).

• Inquiry-based learning will facilitate the development of Asia-relevant 
capabilities.



Creating curriculum using the Asia priority: Organising Ideas and how they 
link to the learning areas



Asia Education Foundation website: www.asiaeducation.edu.au

http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/


What Works Series



What Works 2: Leading school change to support the development of Asia-relevant capabilities 
http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/margaret_river_ps_what_works2.html

http://youtu.be/fBEgvIfxhOM
Click next to play

http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/margaret_river_ps_what_works2.html
http://youtu.be/fBEgvIfxhOM




What Works 3: Achieving intercultural understanding through the teaching of the Asia perspectives in 
the Australian Curriculum: English and History
http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/policy_and_research/what_works_series/what_works_3/what_works_3_landing_page.html

Contributions Additive Transformation Social Action

Teachers 
incorporate 
relevant content 
from different 
cultures into their 
teaching, e.g. by 
selecting books 
and activities that 
celebrate holidays, 
heroes, and special 
events from 
various cultures. 
Culturally diverse 
books and issues 
are not generally a 
feature of the 
curriculum. 
Students’ cultural 
literacy depends 
largely on their 
teachers’ interests 
in intercultural 
understanding.

Teachers use 
resources by and 
about people from 
diverse cultures to 
add multicultural 
content, concepts, 
themes and 
perspectives to the 
curriculum. But 
because the basic 
structure of the 
curriculum has not 
been altered to 
promote critical 
and creative 
thinking about 
cultural 
differences, this 
approach, though 
knowledge 
building, does not 
necessarily 
transform thinking.

The structure of 
the curriculum is 
designed to 
encourage 
students to view 
common concepts, 
issues, themes, and 
problems from 
diverse cultural 
perspectives. This 
type of instruction 
involves critical 
thinking and the 
acknowledgment 
of diversity as a 
basic premise. It 
allows students to 
appreciate multiple 
ways of seeing and 
understanding, 
develop empathy 
for various points 
of view, and learn 
how to manage 
difference in the 
process.

This approach 
combines the 
transformation 
approach with 
learning activities 
that advocate 
social change. 
Teachers help 
students not only 
to understand and 
question social 
issues, but to also 
do something 
important to 
address them. For 
example, after 
studying a unit 
about immigration, 
students could 
write opinion 
pieces to 
newspaper editors, 
letters to 
government 
officials etc.

Catalytic (first-steps) Transformative       Action-oriented

Intercultural education framework for Asia capability. Adapted from Banks (1999).

http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/policy_and_research/what_works_series/what_works_3/what_works_3_landing_page.html


Making the transition: an example

Students will study natural disasters in Asia as part of Geography 
and Science. Let’s focus on the tsunami disaster that occurred in 
2004.

• An Asia priority perspective would objectify the tsunami  
looking at why they occur, statistics, aid, the who, what, 
when, where and how…

• Intercultural understanding allows us to take this further to 
develop perspective, empathy, respect and reflection

• The Acehnese, for example, saw the event in a different light, 
which has since contributed to the peace process

• The Australian government initially allocated minimal financial 
support but as a result of overwhelming social action on the 
part of the Australian people, substantially increased capital 
support



Creating curriculum that supports the development of Asia-relevant capabilities

Learning area: Year level:

Content description:

Contributions Additive Transformation Social Action



Examples of teaching and learning sequences: English



The Arts: New media arts – cultural crossovers

Year 7–8: Hahoe Pyolsin-kut mask drama

http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/curriculum_resources/arts_cr/year_7-8_hahoe_mask_drama/year_7-8_hahoe_mask_drama_landing_page.html


Geography: Special places



Online modules: History – Chinese in the goldfields



Online modules: Mathematics



Science: Science as a Human Endeavour 

http://craigproctorindoblog.wordpress.com/

http://craigproctorindoblog.wordpress.com/


Australia-Asia Bridge School Partnerships: China, Indonesia, Korea and Thailand



• Sharing daily lives of students

through Flat Travellers.

• Supporting student visits -
Korean students visited 

Australia.

• Utilizing a wide variety of 
digital content to support 
collaboration – Wikispaces, 
knowledge hunts, videos.

Bridge programs: Jindalee State School, Queensland and Daejong 
Moksan Elementary School, Korea

Asia-relevant capabilities – Learning about life in Korea using ICT, 
ICU, Critical and Creative thinking, Personal and social capabilities



ABC Splash: www.splash.abc.net.au



Primary English Teachers Association Australia

http://www.petaa.edu.au/resources/literature-singles

http://www.petaa.edu.au/resources/literature-singles


Kirsty Murray: www.kirstymurray.com/



Scootle: www.scootle.edu.au

http://www.scootle.edu.au/


A journey of discovery with new eyes: Asia – relevant capabilities




